
International visitor program this summer helped fund 

summer school, college exam preparation class 

A fee-based summer program that gave Chinese high school students a taste of American education 
allowed the Chino Valley Unified School District to offer summer school to district students, helped fund 
a free college entrance exam preparation class during the summer, and raised money that can be used 
by Chino Valley schools, Alternative Education Director Preston Carr told the Board of Education on Oct. 
1. 

From early July to mid-August, alternating groups of Chinese students visited the Chino Valley through 
the cultural visitors’ program. The nearly 2,000 students stayed from one to two weeks, taking courses 
at Chino High or Chino Hills High in math, science, U.S. history, physical education, and the fundamentals 
of art. They also took elective classes in floriculture, ceramics, yoga, photography, baseball, basketball, 
tennis, and leadership.  

The International Student Visitor Program brought in $248,550 and cost $80,000 for summer school 
teachers and coordinators, an international counselor, clerical help, and purchasing summer school 
supplies, Carr reported. 

School sites are currently submitting proposals to the superintendent’s cabinet to use the $168,550 
profit from the program, Deputy Superintendent Norm Enfield said at the Oct. 1 Board of Education 
meeting. 

Funding from the summer visitor program allowed the school district to offer summer school classes to 
approximately 1,600 CVUSD students: high school juniors, students involved in the district’s career-
related academies, and students trying to make up a D grade in a subject. In addition, the funding paid 
for extra-curricular summer school activities and vocational classes: Yoga, Floral Design, and a host of 
other classes that students enjoyed.  

Funds from the visitor program also allowed the district to pilot a free SAT preparation class for both 
CVUSD students and the international visitors during summer school. Approximately 250 CVUSD juniors 
and seniors took part in that class, Carr said 

A third school site would be needed if the district decides to serve another 2,500 international students 
in a future summer program, Carr said.  

He also suggested that a higher level of academic classes be offered to future visitors, and that morning 
and afternoon sessions for both international and CVUSD students would be beneficial. Among the 
classes suggested for the program are trigonometry, pre-calculus, advanced placement calculus, honors 
chemistry, engineering, English composition, as well as electives such as yoga, digital video, ceramics, 
and floriculture. 

Organizers of the summer visits are also planning to have different sessions for English and math, so 
classes will be shorter, and to offer electives to Chino Valley students as well as the international 
visitors. 

Carr said better communication with more clearly defined goals for the program will help minimize 
challenges and frustrations in the future. 



Educators, students, and parents in other countries, particularly China, have a great interest in the 
district because of the district’s F-1 Visa International Student program, Carr said this summer. That 
program began several years ago and allows students from other countries to attend a CVUSD high 
school for one year for a tuition of $15,500. Last year, 32 students, mostly from China, participated in 
the program. 

At the Oct. 1 Board of Education meeting, trustee Pamela Feix said the district needs to ramp up 
publicity about the F-1 Visa program to help increase the number of international students participating 
in it. 

 

 


